NCS Meeting: V&A Wedgwood Collection, World of Wedgwood

Tuesday 2 December 2025

Keith Murray, Charlotte Rhead and highlights of the
Wedgwood Archives
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AM: Modern Design: Keith Murray and Wedgwood’s ‘Living Tradition’
Presentation by Kate Turner, Curator, V&A Wedgwood Collection

When Keith Murray came to Wedgwood in the early 1930s, it was at a time of rationalisation. A
reduction in highly-decorated ware and a need to reach the middle-class, lower-spend market.
Discover how Murray combined his modernist style with Wedgwood's historic craftmanship to
create a range of stylish, yet affordable and highly desirable products. Has any designer had a
more significant impact on this extraordinary company? Following the talk, there will be an
opportunity to view relevant items from the archive.

PM: Discovering Crown Ducal table lamp shapes
Members’ short paper & research by lan Newton

A documentin the Stoke-On-Trent City archives includes sketches and notes for prototype
table lamp designs for the Crown Ducal brand of AG Richardson & Co Ltd; most, if not all are
designs by Charlotte Rhead. These are shown alongside examples of lamps with a similar
shape and pattern. Examples of other lamp shapes from the company are also presented to
show production in the latter half of the 1930s. Examples are available for closer examination.
lan will also demonstrate his research database and is happy to share with NCS members
what he has created and the information it holds.

PM: Highlights of the Wedgwood Archive
Lucy Lead, Archivist, V&A Wedgwood Collection

Archive items relating to the ground-breaking designs of Keith Murray and other highlights of
this remarkable collection will be available for closer examination. The 250" anniversary of
Jasperware production and the Mason’s Ironstone archive (requested by Deb Skinner) may
also influence Lucy’s selection of items for us to view!



Lunch and refreshments:

Tea/coffee: There are self-service tea/coffee machines in the Darwin suite available all day:
please pay cash £2.00 per serving; £3.00 with biscuits. If you would like to pay
for teas/coffees online prior to the meeting, please use the payment information
below, £5.00pp for the day

Lunch in the Tea Room **Pre-booking essential by Monday 24 November**
Soup, sandwich, fries and a pot of tea/filter coffee in the Tea Room £12.00pp; pay
individually on the day at the till point. Vegetarian option available.

Itinerary

10.30am onwards  Arrival

11.00am Refreshments available in the Darwin Room

11.30am Presentation by Kate Turner, followed by Q&A

12.45pm Lunch break: pre-booked only lunch in the Tea Room or bring a packed
lunch

2.00-2.30pm Second presentation by lan Newton

2.30-3.30pm Archives activities with Lucy Lead; database viewing with lan Newton

4.00pm Departure/closure

Information for attendees
Travel To World of Wedgwood: Wedgwood Drive, Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent ST12 9ER
Google maps, click here.

Parking is free of charge, with accessible/blue badge parking available.

Contactinformation for attendees will be shared with V&A Wedgwood Collection staff for
attendance purposes and will not be used for any other purpose.

Bookings: Deb Skinner, NCS Programme Secretary
Bank transfer payments: Mrs D S Skinner, 07-04-36, 26335700

By email: northernceramicsociety@gmail.com

Via the Events page of the NCS website: www.northernceramicsociety.org/meetings/
By post: NCS Programme Secretary, 15 Walker Lane, Sutton, Macclesfield SK11 0DZ

By phone: mobile phone (send a text message or leave a voice message): 07711 699560;
landline (leave a voice message): 01260 253409
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